
The Council on Educational Services for Exceptional Children (CESEC) 

Vision Statement 

As a diverse representation of stakeholders, the CESEC informs and advises the State 
Board of Education (SBE) on policies and matters relating to improving the educational 

outcomes for students with disabilities in NC. 

 

Public Comment Procedure 

Public comments are an essential and necessary part of CESEC fulfilling its role to advise the State Board 

of Education with respect to the unmet needs of children with special needs in the state of North 

Carolina.  Stakeholders are encouraged to submit written comments at any time or attend the CESEC’s 

quarterly meetings and register for public comment. Thirty minutes will be reserved on the CESEC 

agenda for public input at each meeting.  Additional time may be added at the discretion of the 

Chairperson.  

General guidelines for public input:  

• Public comment may be made verbally (in person) or in written form including email to CESEC. Priority 

will be given to in person comments. Written comments will be read by the Chairperson in the order 

they are received. All written comments will be documented. 

• Public comment is limited to no more than five minutes per person in the first thirty minutes of the 

afternoon session.  Sign-in must occur by 12:30 pm.  

• Written comments should be sent to CESEC@dpi.nc.gov or Tish Bynum, EC Division, 6356 Mail Service 

Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-6356 by 4pm, 10 business days prior to the regularly scheduled CESEC 

meeting. For a schedule of meeting dates and times go to http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/advisory-

council. 

• Comments should be focused on relevant topics to the mission of CESEC. No solicitation is allowed. 

The public comment opportunity is not a forum for vendors to market goods or services. It is for 

individuals to share concerns and successes that could help shape future direction in the 

accomplishment of the Council’s mission which is stated below: 

The CESEC is established as an Advisory Council to the State Board of Education. Its establishment is set 

forth in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) federal regulations in §§ 

300.167-300.169 and the North Carolina General Statutes in §115C-121.   The mission of CESEC is to 

advise the State Board of Education with respect to the unmet needs of children with special needs and 

in development and implementation of policies related to the coordination of services for disabled 

students; advise the SBE with respect to development of evaluations and reporting on data, and 

developing corrective action plans to address findings in federal monitoring comments. 

•All public comments will be taken under advisement by CESEC but will not receive verbal or written 

response. 
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•Public comments will be summarized in the minutes of the meeting. 

•The Council will review public comments and decide on appropriate action, if any, according to the 

Council’s mission. 

Making Public Comment in Person: 

• A sign-in sheet will be available at the registration table.  All those wishing to speak must sign-in.  The 

Chairperson will call on individuals based on the order of sign-in. 

• When called upon please state your name, county of residence and subject matter. 

• Comments should be factual, objective and related to the mission of CESEC. 

• Maintain confidentiality and privacy standards:  Do not mention the personal names of students or 

school staff. 

• Members of CESEC shall not interrupt the speaker during the allotted five minutes of time.  The 

Chairperson may interrupt the speaker if there is a concern that public comment procedure and/or 

privacy or other laws are being violated. 

Submitting Written Public Comment 

• Any individual may submit a written comment via written letter or email to be signed in and read by 

the Chairperson and/or distributed at the quarterly CESEC meeting during the public comment period. 

Written comments may be up to 600 words. 

• All written comments must be received by at CESEC@dpi.nc.gov or Tish Bynum, Exceptional Children 

Division, 6356 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-6356 by 4 pm, 10 business days prior to the 

quarterly CESEC meeting.  Any comments submitted after that time will be read and/or distributed at a 

later date. 

• Written comment must include the name, address, email address if available, and county of residence 

of the individual submitting the comment. 

• Written comments should be factual, objective and related to the mission of the CESEC. 

• Written comments must maintain confidentiality and privacy standards. 

If special assistance is needed to participate in the public comment period, every effort will be made to 

provide the appropriate accommodation.  When requesting accommodations for public comment, 

please allow no less than 10 business days’ notice prior to the scheduled meeting.  Contact the CESEC at 

CESEC@dpi.nc.gov  or Tish Bynum, Exceptional Children Division, 6356 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 

27699-6356 or (919)807-3969. 
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